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TABLE 8.3 TNM 8th: Primary Tumour

Characteristics

Tx Tumour in sputum/bronchial washings but not be
assessed in imaging or bronchoscopy

TO No evidence of tumour

Tis Carcinoma in situ

T <3 cm surrounded by lung/visceral pleura, not involving main
bronchus

T1a(mi) Minimally invasive carcinoma

Ta <1cm

Tib >1t0 <2 cm

Tic >2to <3 cm

12 >3 to <5 cm or

involvement of main bronchus without carina,
regardless of distance from carina or invasion visceral

pleural or
atelectasis post-obstructive pneumonitis extending to hilum
T2a >3to <4 cm
T2b >4to <5 cm
T3 >5 to <7 cm in greatest dimension or

tumour of any size that involves chest wall, pericardium,
phrenic nerve or

satellite nodules in the same lobe

T4 >7 cm in greatest dimension or

any tumour with invasion of mediastinum, diaphragm, heart,
great vessels, recurrent, laryngeal nerve, carina, trachea,
oesophagus, spine or

separate tumour in different lobe of ipsilateral lung

N1 Ipsilateral peribronchial and/or hilar nodes and intrapulmonary
nodes

N2 Ipsilateral mediastinal and/or subcarinal nodes

N3 Contralateral mediastinal or hilar; ipsilateral/contralateral
scalene/supraclavicular

M1 Distant metastasis

M1a Tumour in contralateral lung or pleural/pericardial nodule/
malignant effusion

M1b Single extrathoracic metastasis, including single
non-regional lymph node

M1c Multiple extrathoracic metastases in one or more organs

TNM 8th edition.
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Fig. 8.8 American Thoracic Society nodal map for use with the 8th
tumour node metastasis staging classification for lung cancer staging.
Supraclavicular nodes. 1. Low cervical, supraclavicular and sternal
notch nodes. From the lower margin of the cricoid to the clavicles and
the upper border of the manubrium. The midline of the trachea serves
as border between 1R and 1L. Superior Mediastinal Nodes 2-4: 2R.
Upper Paratracheal. 2R nodes extend to the left lateral border of the
trachea. From upper border of manubrium to the intersection of caudal
margin of innominate (left brachiocephalic) vein with the trachea. 2L.
Upper Paratracheal. From the upper border of manubrium to the superior
border of aortic arch. 2L nodes are located to the left of the left lateral
border of the trachea. 3A. Pre-vascular. These nodes are not adjacent
to the trachea like the nodes in station 2, but they are anterior to the
vessels. 3P. Pre-vertebral. Nodes not adjacent to the trachea like the
nodes in station 2, but behind the esophagus, which is prevertebral.
4R. Lower Paratracheal. From the intersection of the caudal margin of
innominate (left brachiocephalic) vein with the trachea to the lower
border of the azygos vein. 4R nodes extend from the right to the left
lateral border of the trachea. 4L. Lower Paratracheal. From the upper
margin of the aortic arch to the upper rim of the left main pulmonary
artery. Aortic Nodes 5-6: 5. Subaortic. These nodes are located in the
AP window lateral to the ligamentum arteriosum. These nodes are not
located between the aorta and the pulmonary trunk but lateral to these
vessels. 6. Para-aortic. These are ascending aorta or phrenic nodes lying
anterior and lateral to the ascending aorta and the aortic arch.

Inferior Mediastinal Nodes 7-9. 7. Subcarinal. 8. Paraesophageal.
Nodes below carina. 9. Pulmonary Ligament. Nodes lying within the
pulmonary ligaments. Hilar, Lobar and (sub)segmental Nodes 10-14:
These are all N1-nodes. 10. Hilar nodes. These include nodes adjacent
to the main stem bronchus and hilar vessels. On the right they extend
from the lower rim of the azygos vein to the interlobar region. On the
left from the upper rim of the pulmonary artery to the interlobar region.
(Source: Redrawn from Radiology Assistant. https://radiologyassistant
nl/chest/lung-cancer-tnm-8th-edition)
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