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Box 6.1
Indications for Fiberoptic Intubation

I. Difficult intubation
A. Known or anticipated
B. Unanticipated failed intubation
II. Compromised airway
A. Upper airway
B. Lower airway (tracheal compression)
III. Intubation of the conscious patient preferred
A. High risk of aspiration
B. Movement of neck not desirable
C. Known difficult mask ventilation
D. Morbid obesity
E. Self-positioning
IV. High risk of dental damage

From Ovassapian A, Wheeler M: Fiberoptic endoscopy-aided techniques.
In Hagberg C, editor: Benumof and Hagberg's airway management, St Louis,
1996, Mosby, pp. 282-319.
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