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TABLE 132.1 Differential Diagnosis of Febrile
Vesicular Pustular Rash llinesses That May Be

Confused With Smallpox

DISEASE

Varicella

Disseminated herpes zoster

Impetigo (Streptococcus pyogenes,
Staphylococcus aureus)
Drug eruptions

Erythema multiforme minor

Erythema multiforme (including
Stevens-lohnson syndrome)

Enteroviral infections (especially
hand-foot-and-mouth disease)
Disseminated herpes simplex virus

Scabies and insect bites

Molluscurn contagiosum

Generalized vaccinia

Monkeypox

CLUES

Most common in children younger
than 10 years; children do not
usually have a viral prodrome

Immunocompromised or elderly
persons; rash looks like varicella,
usually begins or erupts in
dermatomal pattern

Honey-colored crusted plaques with
bullae are classic but may begin as
vesicles

Exposure to medications

Target or bull's-eye lesions; often
follows systemic viral infections such
as herpes simplex virus; may include
palms and soles

Involves conjunctivae and mucous
membranes

Seasonal—summer and fall
Similar to varicella

Pruritus; patient not febrile
May disseminate in immunosuppressed
individuals

History of vaccination with smallpox
vaccine or contact with vaccinated
individual

Travel to endemic area; animal
exposure

Modified from Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Evaluating patients for
smallpox: acute generalized vesicular or pustufar rash iliness protocol. https: i
cdc.govismallpox/diniciansialgorithm-protocal htmi.
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FIG. 132.4 Smallpox lesions at day 17 of rash on a 5-year-old convalescing Indonesian child.
(From Centers for Disease Control and Prevention [CDC] Public Health Information Library.
http://phil.cdc.gov/phil/ default.asp. Image ID 5 2041. Photograph taken in 1963 by J.D.
Millar, CDC.)
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